Encoding the Information Age /MNE3ZKII—QR BEHHH

In the past few years, they have appeared everywhere. First they came to product packaging in
supermarkets and tags in department stores. Later they arrived on the backs of books and magazines. Now
they have been spotted in advertisements and on posters. They are small, square, black-and-white
patterns, resembling the writing of an alien civilization. You’ve certainly seen them yourself, probably

hundreds of times. So what are they?
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They are Quick Response (QR) codes, invented by a Japanese company in the early 1990s as a way to
encode information for stock management. Compared with traditional bar codes, which carry information
only horizontally, QR codes carry it in two dimensions, horizontally and vertically. As a result, they can
store hundreds of times more information in a similar amount of space. What’s more, they can be read in

any direction, and the data can be recovered even if the symbol is dirty or damaged.
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Because QR codes can be read by anyone with a smart phone and the right software, many groups are
experimenting with them as a way to reach the public, especially via the Internet. For example, one
supermarket chain in Korea uses posters with product images and QR codes as a virtual “store,” letting
shoppers scan the items they want and order them online for home delivery. And the Dutch government
even minted a series of coins bearing QR codes that contain a link to a website with some fun activities. As

these useful little symbols gain in popularity, their possibilities seem limitless.

ROSEES NERfE R BE R AL 3@ F AR AN QR 65, i DLVE 2 IR AR e, el
BRI 5%, JCHE A M. B, whE - SOESE AR B R E A S QR FE
i, AUE S IE R S, AR A TR EE R 2R, JF AR LT R IR TR B . i ZBUF &=
W& 7 — RYIINA QR KA MIE T, S5 A B RS Wl A VF 2B 5 3. BEE X LR 0 F /)
PSR AR S0, e AT AT RETE -T2 55 otk o

—by Dmitri Detwyler

Vocabulary

alien [~ elren] adj. 4N A
civilization [ s1ivle " zefen] n. S
horizontally [ hars * zant!1] adv. 7K


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcode
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QR_code

vertically [ ° vatik!n] adv. T Eith
experiment [1k * sperament] v. iX%; iIF B
advertisement [ &dve- ~ tarzment] n. |45
popularity [ papje * leeratt] n. ¥ %, WifT
limitless [ * limitlis] adj. IR

delivery [d1 ° lzvert] n. #i%

More Information

tag [teeg] n. FR%

bar code %JE15

dimension [d1 * menfen] n. [%] 4k

even if: Elf no matter whether

mint: [mint] v. ¥i& (M) to produce (money) by stamping metal; coin
symbol [ * stmb!| n. it5, &5

encode [1n " kod] v. ... R LG [#60]



